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Dear Comnissioners:

|
This lettar is to supplement my request for an FERC advhﬁ
opinion on whether federal election laws would permit the use
campaign funds to pay for the commissioning of an official portralit
of former Banking Committee Chairman, Henry B, Gonsales. The FEC's
General Counsel’s office has asked thres questions concerning hy
regquest. Pirst, 4o these portraits alvays stay the property of the
Houss? Becond, how much will the m-u cost? And, thres, wi
tonct*:?nhu- of Congress ocontr to the tinancing of
portra

Pron staff Aisoussions with the curator’s office and oth
House officials, it is my understanding that these portraits l;:
the official property of the House of Representatives and that
costs of conmmissioning them range from $10,000 to $30,000. n
addition, it would not be my intent to solicit funds from ¢ r
Members of Congress, but 1 cannot preclude the poseibility t
they may contributa to a fund astablished for the purpose of
commissioning the portrait. :

The reason for the request for an advisory opinion from the
FEC is to avoid a practice in the past of conmittees dAspending dn
individuals and groups with an interest in legislation befoxe
committees. It is my hope that Congress can dsvelop institutiondl
approaches that avoid confliots and it is nmndcuhnding that the
House Oversight Committes may be considering new guidelines,
including the possibility of further involvement of thon.g;a;
Capitol Historical Society. It is unclear at this point w
such guidelines will be forthcoming.

T hopa you £ind this information helpful. Plaase fael free to
contact me if you need any further information. '
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J A. LEACH !
Chairman :
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